Chapter 5

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING
“O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy
endureth for ever.” Psalm 107:1

T

HANK you Lord for saving my soul; thank you
Lord for making me whole; thank you Lord for
giving to me, thy great salvation, so rich and free.
Do you remember that song?

There are many reasons for us to be thankful. The various
items range from the basic physical to the spiritual.
Our ‘thank-yous’ to God vary as we pass through spiritual
high places and spiritual low places. They change as we mature
physically and spiritually. They change as we become more educated, and they change as our children enter into the world and
grow.
Let’s face it, God could easily have started over when Adam
and Eve sinned. He could have left them on their own with Lucifer. He could have let sin run the same course to demonstrate
to the other created beings how pointless it was for anyone to
drop out of the ‘love-and-service-to-others’ culture of heaven.
The result would have been similar to the prophesies in scripture. Lucifer would have eventually died of old age, and men
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and women would live and die with no hope. Eventually, as a
result of sin, the human DNA would deteriorate to the point
where it could no longer sustain itself, or man would destroy
himself with atomic weapons. Certainly without the angels
holding back the winds of strife, this earth would no longer be
habitable. Nuclear war would destroy the planet for humanity.
God’s plan of salvation was a theoretical option. It was theoretical for discussion purposes only because as far as God was
concerned, it was never an option—it was mandatory.
However, we are told in the book Early Writings on page 149,
“Sorrow filled heaven, as it was realized that man was lost, and
that world which God had created was to be filled with mortals
doomed to misery, sickness, and death, and there was no way of
escape for the offender. The whole family of Adam must die. I
saw the lovely Jesus and beheld an expression of sympathy and
sorrow upon His countenance. Soon I saw Him approach the
exceeding bright light which enshrouded the Father. Said my
accompanying angel, He is in close converse with His Father.
The anxiety of the angels seemed to be intense while Jesus was
communing with His Father. Three times He was shut in by the
glorious light about the Father, and the third time He came
from the Father, His person could be seen. His countenance
was calm, free from all perplexity and doubt, and shone with
benevolence and loveliness, such as words cannot express. They
then made known to the angelic host that a way of escape had
been made for lost man. He told them that He had been pleading with His Father and had offered to give His life a ransom,
to take the sentence of death upon Himself, that through Him
man might find pardon, that through the merits of His blood
and obedience to the law of God, they could have the favor of
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God and be brought into the beautiful garden, and eat of the
fruit of the tree of life.”
This is a mysterious event. Why were there three enshroudings when Jesus went back into the Father’s glorious light?
Could it be that Jesus was saying “yes,” and the Father was saying “no?” Could it be that Jesus was saying “no,” and the Father
was saying “yes?” Could it have been that the decision was made
on the first deep converse, and the next two were positive reinforcements or acknowledgements of various reasons why it was
the right thing to do?
This scene is full of information about what God is like, and
how the trinity operates. I’m sure the Holy Spirit was just as involved in the conversation. But wouldn’t you like to have been
able to listen? Fortunately for us, on this side of the cross of
Calvary, we do know the true character of God, and we can
guess with good accuracy what went on in that meeting. We can
know for certainty that both the Father and Son are equally loving. We know that the Father has distanced Himself from us
only so He can be an impartial judge. We know that He would
prefer to take the role of Jesus as our advocate, but Satan is the
prosecutor, and the judgment is genuine.
So when I want to thank Jesus for anything—this big, big issue looms overhead. Sometimes when I teach in Sabbath School
and the topic is Jesus, I refuse to talk about His life on earth
without first spending a few minutes talking about His glory.
Only then can our hearts be positioned to grasp a little of the
extent of the sacrifice made on our behalf.
Yes, the cross was cruel; it was humiliating; it was very, very
painful, and He endured for six-plus hours after He was
scourged, with no food or water all day. But to realize these
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facts just after contemplating His position of glory that had no
beginning, is to see it in a fresh and meaningful way.
When talking about “thanks” there is no end of ideas!
Psalm 1 begins with “Blessed is the man that walketh not in
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners,
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the
law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.”
The psalmist recounts the blessings from God and blessings
that result from making good choices. In this case it is about
studying God’s law. But is it really? I like to think that this is
really referring to a study of God through His law. About how
His law reveals who He is, and how He lives.
God’s law reveals a being of great immeasurable love. It reveals something that only His sacrifice on Calvary could reveal.
It convinces us of the genuineness of our existence. We are not
playthings that He has created for His own pleasure. He will not
tire of us at some point and throw us away. Yes, this is very revealing. No one could know in any other way.
So, there are countless blessings we enjoy each and every day
for which we should be thankful.
Daily Bible reading is essential for us to broaden our understanding of the many blessings. As we read the Psalms, we are
reminded of the wide range of them, and we can appreciate
anew the many gifts we have received from our Creator.
Psalm 18 says, “I will love thee, O Lord, my strength. The
Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer:” Isn’t this
encouraging?
Psalm 19 is a profound one: “The heavens declare the glory
of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork. Day unto
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day uttereth speech and night unto night sheweth knowledge.
There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not
heard.”
We can look into the sky day or night and see evidence of
God. We can ponder the greatness that created the heavens. We
can listen to the speech of the universe as the size and magnitude of infinity speaks to our hearts.
I like to look at the stars and think about how Abraham and
Jacob saw the same moon as I do. How David and have looked
at the same things and thought the same things about God.
Psalm 20 begins, “The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble;”
which reminds us that He is always there for us. He might not
offer a physical remedy, but there is always that encouragement
and comfort provided in our hour of need.
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want…” is guaranteed
to soothe the soul. If you are confused or not sure how to express your thankfulness, then turn to this psalm and read. It is
so well written that it can always be relied upon for comfort.
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?”
is how Psalm 27 begins, and I love that. I even love the gospel
song written with these words.
Many books have been written about blessings from God,
and as we pray, we can meditate about them. We can, without
fear, interrupt our prayer and meditate for a time on one or
more of our blessings, and then when we thank God for them
our words are fresh and the meaning is bright.
The list of things we can thank God for is endless, and the
longer we live and the more we thank Him, the more we realize
how much more there is. He is wonderful, yes?
55

